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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Page 1, change Lines 2 and 3 to read as follows: 
--BACKGROUND: 

This invention relates to a ratchet mechanism. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS: -- 

Pages 2 and 3, change the paragraph beginning on Line 11 of 
Page 2 and continuing to Line 4 of Page 3 to read as follows: 

— Figure 1 is an exploded view of an embodiment of the 
invention; and Figure 2 is a top view of various ones of the parts 
shown in Figure 1. The pressure activated ratchet mechanism 
illustrated ih : Figures 1 and 2 , and the operation of which is shown 
in Figures 3 through 5, includes a pair of parts arranged for 
relative rotational movement with respect to one another. One of 
these parts is shown as an elongated ratchet member or lever 12; 
and the other is shown as a base member 20. These parts, while 
illustrated in a generally diagrammatic form in the various figures 
of the drawings, may be incorporated into a variety of different 
mechanisms. For example, the lever 12 could be a portion of the 
seat back of a lounge chair or pool chair, while the base member 20 
could be an extension of the frame on which the seat back of such 
a chair is located. Alternatively, the lever 12 could be a portion 
of a ratcheting joint in a cervical brace, and the base member 20 
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another portion of the ratcheting joint of such a brace. The 
operation, however, is the same, whether the parts 12 and 20 are 
separate parts of a rotatable ratchet joint for attachment to some 
other component or are integral parts of such a component. -- 

Page 3, beginning on Line 15 to Page. 4, ending on Line 24, 
change the paragraphs to read as follows: 

--A pawl member 30 in the general configuration of an L- 
shaped lever or a V-shaped lever, has a hole 32 through it at the 
bight of two arms 34 and 38 which, form the pawl member 30; and the 
hole 32 is dimensioned. to fit pivotally over an upwardly extending 
pivot post 24 ; on the ' base 20 .. As .is readily apparent from an 
examination of all of Figures 1,2,3 and 4, the pivot posts 22 and 
24 are spaced apart from one another to permit engagement and 
disengagement of the pawl 30 and the ratchet teeth 16 by relative 
rotation of the pawl lever 30 with respect to the lower end portion 
14 of the lever 12 . 

In the assembly of the pressure activated ratchet mechanism 
shown in Figure 1, the hole 18 through the lever arm 12 is slipped 
over the pivot post 22; and the hole 32 through the pawl lever 30 
is slipped over the pivot post 24. A retainer 44, having 
corresponding, holes 46 and 48 in it, then is placed over the top of 
the end of the portion 14 and over the pawl lever 30 to hold them 
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in place. A leaf spring 54, in the form of a generally elongated 
rectangle 58, with an upward extension 56, is mounted with the 
extension 56 extending through a corresponding slot 50 in the 
retainer 44. Since the slot 50 is of rectangular configuration, 
the extension 56 is captivated in the position shown in Figures 3 
and 4, which is the rest position of the spring 54. After the 
spring 54 is in place and the retainer 44 has been placed over the 
pivot posts 22 and 24, a pair of washers 60 and 62 are placed in 
recesses in the top of the retainer 44; and threaded fasteners, 
shown in the form of screws 70 and 72, are threaded into internally 
threaded openings in the pivot posts 22 and 24 to secure the 
assembly together, as shown in Figure 5. 

In the relaxed position of the spring 5G/58 54 , the upper or 
rightward end (as shown in Figure 3) of the spring elongated 
rectangle 58 rests against the arm 34 of the pawl 30 to bias the 
arm 38, which has pawl teeth 40 on its extremity, out of engagement 
with the teeth 16 on the end 14 of the ratchet lever 12. This 
allows the ratchet lever 12 to rotate freely in either direction, 
as indicated by the arrow across the lever 12, as shown in Figure 
3. This is considered the release or rest position of the pawl 
and ratchet mechanism. 
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